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TAZEWELL LftDY MEETS
TRAGIC DEATH B¥ FIRE

Mrs. A. .T. Copenhaver Suffocat¬
ed in Burning Home of D. B.
Baldwin in Bluciicld Wed¬

nesday Morning.

Mrs. Elisa Copenhaver, 78 years
old, widow of the late A. J. Copen¬
haver, and one of Tazewell's most
prominent and best known women,
lost her life in a fire whieh occurred
at the home of her Bister, Mrs. D. B.
Baldwin, in Bluefield, early on Wed¬
nesday morning.

It was the most distressing oc

currence known in the history of
this county or community, and to
say that the entire community was

shocked and distressed oaly feebly
expresses the state of feeling. The
remains were brought here on yes¬
terday and interred beside those of

Clus
her husband in Maple Shade Ceme¬
tery.
The particulars of this sad occur¬

rence are about as follows:
Mrs. Copenhaver went to Blue-

field on Tuesday afternoon to visit
her sister, Mrs. D. B. Baldwin. On
Wednesday ir.trning about '5 o'clock,
lire broke out in the basement, cf th:s
house, originating in some manner
from the furnaca. The family wer»
rroused and came down Blairs and
r. ade their way out through the hall.;Mrs. Copenhaver was with the rest
of the fumily, in her night clothes.

In the confusion and darkness she
seems to have lost her way, missed
.he outer door nivl when found was
lying near a pantry door suffocated
and nearly de..d. She was taken to
the sanitarium where she died in a
¦hort time. Parts of her body were
blistered by the heat.
Her relatives hero were communi¬

cated with at once the message say-
ing that she had been seriously in¬
jured in the file and was expected to
die. Her son, Dr. R. P. Copenhaver,
rushed to Bluefleld at once, anil phon¬
ed the sad intelligence thnt his moth¬
er was dead, her death occurring at
the sanitarium about 9 o'clock.
The funeral took place from the

Methodist church on yesterday at
2 p. m.

Deceased was the widow of the late
A. J. Copenhaver, whose death oc¬
curred several years ago. She is
survived by a number of relatives,
in Tazewell and elsewhere. She was
a sister to Mr. John Barns, of this
town; Mr. Clinton Barns, of the
Cove and Mrs. D. B. Baldwin, o. Blue-
field.
Her surviving children are: Dr.

R. P. Copenhaver, of Ta/.ewell; Dr.
Luther Copenhaver, of Johnson City,
Tonn., dentists; Henry, of Tazewell,
and John, a member of the Baldwin
Detective Agency, with headquar¬
ters in Roanoko.
Mrs Copenhaver was a Miss Barns

before marriage, daughter of the late
William Barns. Her mother was a
Miss Ward. And hence she was re¬
lated to a iarge number of the prin¬
cipal, well known families of this
community, by whom she is deeply
mourned, and will be sadly missed.
Her tragic deuth, after the vicissi¬
tudes and possibilities of a long lifo,
will be memorable in the history of
her family, and of the county in
which she lived.
The following is from the Telegraph

of yesterday:
"Mrs. A. J. Copenhaver, of Taze¬

well, was fatally burned by a fire
which almost destroyed the beauti¬
ful home of Capt. D. B. Baldwin, 124
Summers street, yesterday morning.
It had been thought that the home had
been cleared of its occupants and the
firemen were fighting the flames,
which were looping wildly through
the lower hallways and rooms on the
north side of the house, when Fire
Chief, R. O. Carter, upon entering a
door at the back side of the home,
found the body of Mrs. Copenhaver
lying at the rear of the reception hall,
near the entrance of a door leading to
one of the living rooms. Life was
almost extinct when Chief Carter
made the discovery. With the assis¬
tance of other members of the depart-
ment, Mrs. Copenhaver was taken
from the burning building and hur¬
ried to the Bluefield Sunitarium, on
the fire truck, but her condition was
so critical that death resulted a few
minutes nfter reaching the hospital.
"The fire broke out about G:30,

and from all indications seemed to
have started in the furnace room. A
negro boy, who hud been employed
about the home, had been in the fur¬
nace room to stir up the fire a short
time before the flames were discov¬
ered. He had gone from the furnace
room and was sitting in the room
when the alarm of fire was given.

"There were nine people in the
house, including the negro boy, who
is about the age of thirteen years-
Captain and Mrs. D. B. Baldwin, Miss
Lyde Baldwin, Mr. and Mrs. C. Q.
Duy and two children and mother,
Mrs. Lucy G. Duy, and Mrs. Copen¬
haver. At the hour of the fire only
one or two of the family had awak¬
ened for the day. The fire spread
rapidly and Mr. and Mrs. Duy and
children were forced to escape
through '.he windows on '..he south
side of the building. Mr. Duy, who
jumped out of one of the windows,
was slightly injured F.y-Fire Chief,
Dave Dunn, who had lef:. his place
of business on Raleight street when
the alarm was given, waa e.mong the
f rfct to arrive. He ussisted Mrs.
Duy and the children to escape from
the building. They were taken out
of the window of their bedroom
onto the roof and then lowered to
the ground, while others made their
escape in night clothing, and any¬
thing they were able to gather up.

* *«««««*. *

"In the tragic death of Mrs Ccpen-
haver, the news of which spread rap¬
idly throughout Southwest Vrigtnb ,

causing a great chock to her numer¬
ous friends and acquaintances, Taze¬
well county suffers the yoss of one of

tits most esteemed ladies. Mrs. Cop-
enhavcr had come to Bluefield on
'Tuesday to remain with her sister,

TAZEWELL, VI

Mrs. Baldwin, until today, when her
sou, John Copenhaver, of Ronnoke,
was vo come to Bluefield and accom¬
pany her to Ronnoke where she had
planned lo spend a part o fthe winter
visiting at the time of her death. She
was a consistent mcber of the
Methodist church., Mrs. Copcnhavci
was aged seventy-seven years. Her
sons arrived yesterday ami will ac¬
company the rcamins to Tazewell thij
morning on train No. 5 where the

...nil service will take place."
Mobilizing a Good Army.

(Bluefield Telegraph.)
The big business revival a tGary,which required the services of live

hundred additional men, and which
indicates that a prosperous season Is
ahead of us in the coal business, Is
being discussed by business und coal
men who gcnerully regard it as a
most gratifying indication. Only one
note of a doleful key has been heard,
and that is that the United Slates
people are trying to recruit five hun¬
dred men in this locality. It is said
that nearly all of the mines are short
of men, and to draw the extra men re¬
quired at Gary from the present forc¬
es would cripple them and the output
of the field rs a whole would not be
increased. This may be true, and it
is hoped that enough men can be
had from other sections to take the
places of those who may leave other
collieries to go to Gary. However,
the fact that live hundred men are
needed at any one point in the field
is a great advertisement to the sec¬
tion and will draw men here. Last
month the output was an increase ov¬
er the preceding months and when
the big force at Gary gets into net ion
there will be something worth while
to talk about in the coal shipping line.

The Types Got All Mixed Up.
An account of a wedding and sale

have been reported about the same
time, the following appeared in a per¬
fectly dignified publication. Evident¬
ly something happened after the ac¬
count were in type:

"William Smith, the ony son of
Mr. and Mrs. Josiah Smith and Miss
Lucy Anderson were disposed of at
public auction at my farm one mile
cast in the presence of seventy-live
guests, including two mules and 12
head of cattle. Rev. Jones tied the
nuptial knot for the parties, averag¬
ing 1200 pounds on the hoof. The
beautiful horn- of the bride was dee-
orated with one 3ulky rake, one fet-d
grinder and two sets of work har¬
ness nearly new and just before the
ceremony was performed Mecndel-
ssohn'3 wedding march was render¬
ed by one milch cow, five years old,
one Jersey cow and one sheep, who
carrying a bunch of bride's roses in
her hand was very beautiful. She
wore a light spring wagon, two crates
of apples, three crates of potatoes,
three racks of hay and one grind¬
stone trimmed with about one hun¬
dred bushels of spuds. The bridal
couple left yesterday for an extend¬
ed trip. Terms cash..Ex.

THE HEAVIEST nOG.
So far ns heard from the heaviest

hog of tho season was butchered on
the farm of Mrs. Burgess, near Gra¬
ham. The porker tipped the scales
at 608 pounds. Geo. W. Lewis but¬
chered three which estimated would
total at 1200 pounds. So far Mrs.
Burgess has the ribbon.
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When the Baby'a Sick.
Say! Y' know our baby?

Well! lie's sick t'-doy,
An' ylstcrdny the doctor

Jos' couldn't slay away,
He come three limes n-runnin,'
An' runnin' good und quick,

For Jia wont stand for foolili,'
Wen the baby's sick.

Mm, she's jefl' a-jumpin',
Fixin' up the bed,

An' tellin' all the neighbors
What the doctor said;.

Pa can't read his paper,
Nor go V work ner joke,

Jos' wnitin" < n the baby,
An' try in' not I' choke.

Sis, she does the cooking.
An* bein' awful nice,

An' she's been n-crying,
For I seen her twice!

"Looks like I been cryin'?"
Suy! Vre not s' slick!

You ain't got no baby,
An' our baby's sick!

.Christian Herald.

Pocohontas Policeman Dies Suddenly.
Pocahontas, Dee. 21..Sam K. Mn-

com, who, until recently served on the
police force of the town of Pocahon-
ta, passed away Monday morning
about 0 o'clock, at his home here.
Several months ago his health begun
to fail, and he retired from active ser-
vice on the force. For u time bis
condition was thought to be serious,
but he seemed to rally, and of Into
his friends were hopeful of his ulti¬
mate recovery, lie had been spend¬
ing sometime in the Stump-Alexan¬
der hospital, but was taken from that
place to his home a few days ago.Yesterday morning his wife arrangedhis chair for him, and went down
Stairs to prepare breakfast, with the
expectation of returning shortly to
see how he was getting on. A board¬
er came down the steps and reportedthat he was sleeping, which aroused
the suspicions of .the wife, and an
investigation disclosed that he had
died very suddenly of heart failure.
He was married about twenty-five
years ago to Miss Matilda Jones, who
'survives. He leaves, besides the wid-
'ow, four children, Edward and Har¬
ry and Misses Margie and Arlie. For
jsome time past he had been making,
preparations for the future, and, as'
he stated it, had placed himself in
the lord's hands. He united with the'
Baptist church during the summe-
and Rev. W. R. Rickman, pastor of
that church, conducted the funeral'
services today at the home at 10
o'clock. The remains were taken to,
Bluestone Junction yesterday for in¬
terment, the funeral party getting off
at Builcy station, and going over from
there. The deceased was born in
Tazewell county. His mother pre-,
ceded him to the grave about two
years ago.

NOTES OF POUNDING MILL.
Pounding Mill, December 22..A

pretty girl baby arrived at the thome
of Mr. and Mrs. J. T. Alti/.er today.
Mother and child doing well.
Born on yesterday, a girl to Mr. and

Mrs. Beverly Evans. The stork is
keeping our Doctor Zimmerman busy.

Mrs. Rose Ward, who teaches in a

High School in Kentucky, is visit¬
ing her parents, Rev. and Mrs. G. R.
Thomas. She also has a number of
pupils in music and art. She spent

ey_ N:
24, urn.

A

yesterday at Richinnds,
Mrs. Joseph Smith is shopping in

Richlanda today.
Mrs. W. lt. Steele spent. Saturdaywith hor molhor, Mrs. .lane A. Me-

Guiro and daughter, Aiiss Pearl, nt
Cedar Bluff.

Miss Barbara Hurl is home from
Biucfleld, where she is a teacher in
the High School.

Miss Gussio Christian and broth¬
er, Henry, returned Saturday from a
ton days visit to Merrer county.

Mr. and Mrs. G. C. McLuin uro
.spending tin. holidays near Lynch-
burg.

Mr. Lawrence Craig left last week
for Shipmnn to visit homofolks.

Mrs. H. \V Christinn and daughter,
Mrs. .lolin Pruett, were shopping in
Tazewell yesterday.

Miss Mary B. AIMscr bame up from
Richlunds this morning to bei]) look
after the postoflice.

Dr. It. B. Gillospio and Bon-in-law,
A. G. Russell, were here hunting yes¬
terday. They were accompanied Ity
their relative, W. G. Gillcspic, of Ulis
town.

Misses Mary B. and Jessie GilleS-
pie and Lois Hurt are home from the
Tazewell High School for the holi¬
days.

Mrs. Ollie farmer returned Mon¬
day from Lebanon, where she visited
l datives the past week.
The public school closed here last

Friday for the holidays. Miss Ethel
Williamson, left Saturdi y for her
home near Norfolk. Miss Lucy Byrd
Harinan has resigned her position as

principal of the school on account of
ill health. We understand that Miss
Sayers, of Thompson Valley, will
take her place.

Dr. G. W. Zimmerman and Mr. J.
II. Willinmon were visitors to the
city of Richli nds Sunday afu moon.

Traveling salesman, John B. Gil-
lespie is home for the holidays, and
is spending the time hunting.

Mrs. Susan Ringstuff spent from
Saturday to Tuesday at Richinnds.
Her daughter-in-law, Mrs. William
RingStaff, being called to Bluefield on
account of the severe illness of her
mother, Mrs. Jane Conley, who has
diabetes and is not expected to live.
Mrs. Conley formerly resided here
and her friends are grieved to hear
of her sickness.

Miss Gussie Christian is suffering
from tonsilitis.

Mr. Charlie Gillcspic, of Wittens
Mills, is assisting in W. B. Steele &
Co.'s store.

Rev. W. S. Bullard has an appoint¬
ment at the Christian church next
Sunday night.

Miss Sallio Brittain, who is gov¬
erness in Mrs. Ollie Hurt's home, will
return to her home in Tazewell to¬
night for the holidays.

I wish the the editor and nil the
readers of the News n happy nnd
prosperous New Year.

SHRADERS NEWS NOTES.
The George Camp School in Mc¬

Dowell County will give a Christmas
entertainment and a Christmas free
on Xmas eve, the exorcises opening
nt 2 p. .m All are cordially invited
to attend.

It is reportd work will begin aV
once on a section oftho county road
in McDowell county 'near Shraders.
Mr. J. II. McGuiro an c-nterprising

farmer of Crockett's Cove, made i

'flying trip to Tazewell Friday.,
Mr. R. F. Brooks, of Board Camp,

W. Va., called on Hear Wallow friends
Sunday.

Mr. Larry Evans, a popular young:
man of this vicinity, visited his uncle,
Mr. R. A. Rutcliff. at North Tazewell
Saturday,
The Crockett's Cove school will give

a Christmas entertainment on Friday,the exercises beginning at 10 a. m.
Mr. I.. T. McGuire, a popular young

man of North Tazewell, bought two
wagon loads of turkeys in Crockett's
Cove Tuesday and Wednesday.Mr. Daley Mays, a confederate vet¬
eran, was the guest of Mr. .1. 1'.
Payno on Wednesday and Thursday.Mr. Payne was one of the gallnnt
V irginia cadets who participated in
lie famous battle of New Market, in
JlO civil war. Miss Annie Lee, a
...lighter of Gen Fitxhugh Lee went
" Maryland as a spy. She was cap-i.red, and Mr. Mays was one of the
i\ confederate scouts who rescued
Miss Lee. She was being held a pris-
nior in u Bchool house, and Mr. Mayswitn the live others rescued her fromthe school house, while the Yankee
Miers were Bleeping, The men ap-iprouched the school house and knock-'od sentinel sprawling, and Miss Lee

ran from the house with her resell
¦era, and escaped. They made then
way to the I'utouuie river, being fired
on several times by the Northern
soldiers. The confederates in the parly were: Captain David Allison, WI). Mays, Samuel Wheeler, .lumen AI
lison, und David Sayers and William
Wheeler.
The Walker Construction Companyiu building a camp at Squire, W. Vn.

This firm Is building thirty-four miles
of road in Itig Creek district of Mc¬
Dowell county.

TELEPHONE OFFICE MODERN IN
EVERY WAY.

General manager llawley, of the
BlUOfiold Office of the Dluoflull Tele¬
phone Company, was in town the
lirst of the week assisting Sam bar
imer, local manager, install a new
switchboard in the office hero. Tho
board is much larger than any yetin use here, being capable of holding260 telephone "droprt." This hoard
will take care of the business in these
parts for a long time to come is the
belief of the telephone people.
The new hourd is really a double

board, one side taking care of all the
local work, consisting now of about
12b calls or drops. The other side
lakes all the Ion gttisfmirc and toll
lines in the county, numbering now
Bomothing M\ or 40 culls, or lines.
In the forenoon two operators are
necessary to take care of the busi¬
ness, one on the local side, the other
on the loll side of tho board. The
business here in growing all the time,
and the company is leaving nothing
undone to facilitate tho transmission
of messages, and to serve their pat¬
rons. Perhaps there are few small
exchanges better equipped than the
one in this town.
An interesting little instrument in¬

stalled in the central office here is
a Calcaulagraph, a nice little ma¬
chine operated by u sort of clock
arrangement, which records distinct¬
ly and plainly the length of time the
long distance lino is being usod.
When a customer begins to talk

over the toll line tho little machine
is set. in motion, and at the close of
the conversation shows in plain char¬
acters the length of time the line
was used. This slip, with the custom¬
er's name, is passed to tho book-keep¬
er, und charged up. If the customer
kicks when the bill is presented, and
he usually does, the muchino record
is drawn on urn, and he is politely
asked to kick (or cuss) the machine.
It is a time saver, and saves trouble,
too.
The News man found "Miss Snllie,"

whom everybody knows, handling the
wires or plugs, more properly speak¬
ing, of the new switchboard, and she
was kept busy.ac busy as a boo.
too busy to talk to tho reporter very
much. She says that the operators
get much criticism which they do not
deserve, just as newspaper men, nnd
all others who serve the public. "We
do our best," she said, "but if we
chance to make a mistake, or fail to
answer a call immediately, however
busy we may be, there is a fuss and
a complaint. We are doing our best
to fulfill our duty." It would bo u
difficult thing to do now, to persuade
the public that "Miss Sallio" Mc-
Clintock, who has been at the board
for a long time, is renrns or care¬
less.

General Foreman Sum Larimer,
with a forco of men, is now con¬
structing two new lines, one in Wit-
ten's Valley, nnd a new line to Rich-
lands.

I In rgess-Gi Hen waters.
Mr. Estel Burges3 and Miss Collie

Gillcnwaters wero married on Wed¬
nesday at tho home of the brido's
parents, Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Gillen-
waters at North Tazewell, Rev. J. H.
Bowling officiating.

Wiles-Johnson.
Mr. Roby Wiles and Miss Cloo

IJohnson, daughter of Thomas John¬
son, were maried on December 14th
at the home of the bride in this
county, by Rev. J. H. Bowling.I

Phone 31
jlul.lT T- *IL*ijtj_*-lf- *..f.J* .*. *__?-*_*-! *_ *-_T- *_-t__* « *

$1.50 PER YEAR.

MEETING IS CALLED 10
DISCUSS NEW ROADS

Connecting Link Suggested
With Proposed Highway Now
Heing Built in McDowell

County.

Chairman of the Board of Super¬
visors I). It. Daniels, of Horsopen,
colled at this office Wodnosddy to sny
that it is desired that n >ail mooting
be held on tho first Monday in Jan¬
uary, at which mooting road matters
of much interost und Importance will
be discussod. Among the questions to
he considered is the issuing of moro
bonds in Joffersonvillu district to ba
used t<> connect up the rends in tho
northern part of the district with
new roads that arc to be built in
McDowell county, West Virginia, An

(Continued t I" |iage.)


